
  2019 Winter Meeting 

Thursday - January 17, 2019 
 

 

  7:30 AM  Registration and Trade Show Opens  

   8:30 AM  NGS Annual Board Meeting  
      Lance Kirk - NGS President 
 

   9:00 AM  Introduction - Dean of OSU School of Agriculture  
      Dr. Alan Sams 
 

  9:10 AM  Mitigating the China Tariff Situation  
      Meredith Nagely, Manager - Industry Office 
       Larry George - George Packing Co. & Northwest Hazelnut 

 
  9:30 AM        Factors Affecting 2018 Hazelnut Prices  
      Terry Ross - Hazelnut Growers Bargaining Assn. 
 

  9:50 AM                Discover Oregon Hazelnuts!  Promoting the State Nut                             
      Amy Wood - FLM Harvest  
 

10:30 AM  Hazelnut Irrigation – What Works for You?  
      Moderator: Nik Wiman, OSU Extension Specialist 
     Grower Panel 
 

11:20 AM  Grower of the Year Presentation  

11:30 AM  Break – Trade Show and pick up sack lunch (Valley Catering) 
 

12:30 PM  Passing of the Gavel  
                            Lance Kirk & Christy Cooke, NGS Board Members 

12:40 PM  Industry Opportunities and Outlook    
      Moderator: Jason Perrott 
      Panel: Patrick Gabrish, Troy Johnson, Rick Peterson, Michael Severeid 
  

  1:30 PM  Hazelnut Production Research and Stewardship 
        Nik Wiman, OSU Extension Specialist 
    

  2:20 PM  Meeting Adjourns – Visit Trade Show 

  3:30 PM  Trade Show Closes 



A Closer Look at NGS Annual Meeting Number 104

NGS President Lance Kirk and his board members Christy Cooke, Jason Perrott, Dylan Bruck and Tom 

Rogers have thoughtfully created a meeting with emphasis on what is currently happening in the 

exciting world of Oregon Hazelnuts.  The main focus of the Society is to be in the information arm for 

the industry.  The board has chosen issues that have a huge impact on the future of the industry. 

Meet Dr. Alan Sams, Dean of the OSU College of Agricultural 

Sciences

Very new at this particular endeavor, Dr. Sams has agreed to attend the morning session of our annual 

meeting.  Several folks from the industry have had opportunity to visit with Dr. Sams and are excited 

about working with him to build on our continued partnership with OSU.   

China Tariff Situation 

Many growers do not likely realize all the footwork that has been done since the announcements of 

increased tariffs for hazelnuts destined for China.  There has been a constant unwavering effort to keep 

communication lines between the industry, the people of China and the U.S. administration open with 

the hope that this hard work will pay off with a lower tariff in the end.  Concurrently, office staff have 

worked diligently to ensure the hazelnut industry is included in any federal programs designed to help 

commodities dependent on China.  Meredith and Larry have agreed to expand on these areas. 

Hazelnut Prices 2018 

The hazelnut price determination is always of interest to every grower.  HGBA Executive Terry Ross will 

provide the details of hazelnut price discovery 2018.  While each year has its unique factors, 2018 

definitely included a combination of issues never before encountered.   

Discover Oregon Hazelnuts! 

We hear a lot of talk about what the Marketing Board is doing to promote hazelnuts as the industry 

grows.  Not only do we have a new research study just released, but we are also in the midst of one of 

the largest promotion years on record.  Amy Wood of FLM Harvest will provide a look at where we are 

and where we need to move in the promotion arena in order to stay ahead of our growing supply. 

Industry Opportunities and Outlook 

NGS Board member Jason Perrott will moderate a panel of the largest packers in the industry.  Each 

packer has posed questions they believe growers are asking regarding how to ensure there is a market 

for our growing supply.  Each packer will have opportunity to comment on each question.  This group of 

individuals will highlight opportunities home and abroad.   

Emphasis on Production Practices to Increase Tonnage of “Good 

Nuts” 

The Oregon Hazelnut Commission partnership with OSU is long and fruitful.  Extension Specialist Nik 

Wiman has in place a myriad of research projects designed to establish practices that result in the 

production of the “most good nuts possible” in any growing situation.  Nik will have both a morning 

and afternoon part of the program where he and his panelists will discuss many issues from irrigation 

to nutrition to general stewardship practices.  Always informative and always interesting! 




